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This past spring, Georgia Law established the Cousins Public Interest Fellowship, 
an innovative program that offers experi-
enced lawyers the chance to provide civil 
legal services to needy Georgians while 
engaging law students in the process.
Attorney Torin D. Togut is serving as the 
first fellow of the program.
Working in a two-year appointment, each 
fellow will initiate a project to provide 
much-needed legal assistance and will work 
with a host organization to support the pro-
gram long term.  Law students will help with 
the development of each project and, once it 
is operational, they will aid in the delivery 
of services.  
Togut’s project is clinical in design and 
focuses on special education cases, which 
incorporates the fields of medicine, psychol-
ogy, education, psychiatry, social work and 
vocational rehabilitation. 
Working with the Georgia Legal Services 
Program, Togut and eight second- and third-
year students will assist children with dis-
abilities and their families in navigating the 
“educational maze” in securing a free appro-
priate public education. 
Under his direction, students will engage 
in client interviewing and case investigation, 
as well as appearing at negotiations with 
schools in an effort to obtain for children 
what the law entitles them to receive.  The 
clinic will introduce law students to fun-
damental administrative advocacy skills, as 
they may participate as advocates in media-
tion and in later due process hearings.  
Alexander W. Scherr, associate professor 
and director of civil clinics, developed the 
idea for the Cousins Fellowship and now 
serves as coordinator for the program.  
“We hope for this program to become 
a catalyst for creating new and innovative 
approaches to help indigent Georgians with 
civil legal needs. We also hope for law stu-
dents to gain invaluable exposure to service 
in the public interest,” he said.
Students’ responses to Togut’s clinical pro-
gram have been enthusiastic, Scherr said. 
The first course, offered this spring semester, 
was over enrolled and required Togut to nar-
row down the applications.  
Before coming to Georgia Law, Togut 
worked for the Georgia Legal Services 
Program as a specialist attorney in men-
tal health, health and education.  He also 
worked in private practice in Georgia and 
Vermont representing children, adolescents 
and adults in the areas of disabilities, special 
education, mental health, disability rights 
and civil rights.
Togut said he saw the Cousins Fellowship 
as an opportunity to expand on the service 
component of his profession while combin-
ing it with the ability to teach and mentor 
law students.  
Additionally, it was the lack of special 
education resources in the area that further 
encouraged him to apply and submit his 
proposal.
“There is a significant need for special 
education attorneys in this area of the state. 
There are a great deal of low income clients 
in Athens-Clarke County and the surround-
ing counties who need services and who 
would not have any access to these services 
but for this project,” Torin said.  
Applications for the 2007-09 fellowship 
should be sent to Associate Professor and 
Fellowship Coordinator Alex Scherr. 
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Torin Togut (left), Georgia Law’s first Cousins Public 
Interest Fellow, hopes to improve access to special  
education opportunities in Georgia. Alex Scherr,  
Georgia Law associate professor and director of civil  
clinics, serves as coordinator of the fellowship program. 
Daniel	M.	
Bodansky,	the	
holder	of	the	
Woodruff	Chair	
in	International	
Law,	assumed	the	
associate	dean	for	
faculty	develop-
ment	position	
vacated	by	Rusk	Professor	Peter	J.	Spiro	
this	past	summer.
In	this	role,	Bodanksy	will	work	closely	
with	the	law	school’s	faculty,	particu-
larly	the	junior	faculty,	to	expand	and	
promote	scholarly	activities.	He	will	
also	work	closely	with	the	communica-
tions	office	to	heighten	awareness	of	
faculty	activities	and	accomplishments.	
Internationally	recognized	as	one	
of	the	premier	authorities	on	global	
climate	change,	Bodansky	joined	
the	Georgia	Law	faculty	in	the	fall	of	
2002.	From	1989	to	2002,	he	was	a	
faculty	member	of	the	University	of	
Washington	School	of	Law	and	has	
taught	as	an	adjunct	professor	at	the	
George	Washington	School	of	Law	and	
the	Georgetown	University	Law	Center.	
He	has	served	as	the	climate	change	
coordinator	and	attorney-advisor	at	the	
U.S.	Department	of	State	in	addition	
to	consulting	for	the	United	Nations	
in	the	areas	of	climate	change	and	
tobacco	control.	
Bodansky	currently	serves	on	the	board	
of	editors	of	the	AmericanJournalof
InternationalLaw,	is	co-editor	in	chief	
of	Kluwer	Law	International’s	book	
series	on	international	environmental	
law	and	policy	and	is	the	U.S.-nomi-
nated	arbitrator	under	the	Antarctic	
Environment	Protocol.	
He	earned	his	bachelor’s	degree
magnacumlaude from	Harvard	
University,	his	master’s	in	the	his-
tory	and	philosophy	of	science	from	
Cambridge	University	and	his	law	
degree	from	Yale	University,	where	he	
was	a	member	of	the	YaleLawJournal.
